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extended his dugout under the shade of a large tree,
rested upon it, refreshing himself by washing his hands
and feet with water poured from a vessel. The Eahans
followed the example of their chief, and sat down under
the trees of the forest, conversing among themselves upon
the blessings and advantages of the three precious things.
Whilst they were resting, a heretic Eahan appeared,
coming from the city of Kootheinaroii, on his way to that
of Pawa, carrying in his hand a stick, at the extremity of
which there was a large flower, round like a broad cup-
board, forming as it were an umbrella over his head.
Kathaba perceiving the man at a distance with that
extraordinary flower, the Mandawara, Erithrina fulgens,
thought within himself, " It is very rare ever to see such
a kind of flower; it appears only through the miraculous
power of some extraordinary personage and 011 great and
rare occasions. It shot forth when my illustrious teacher
entered his mother's womb, when he was born, when he
became Buddha, wrought miracles at Thawattie, and came
down from, the seat of Tawadeintha. Now that my great
master is very old, the appearance of this flower indi-
cates that he has gone to Neibban." Whereupon he rose
from his place, wishing to question the traveller; but he
desired to do it in such a way as to show his great respect
for the person of Buddha. He put on his cloak, and, with
his joined hands raised over his forehead, went to the
traveller and asked him whether he knew his great
teacher, the most excellent Buddha. The ascetic answered
that he knew him. well; but that seven days ago he had
reached the state of Neibban, and it was from the place
where this occurrence happened that he had brought the
Mandawara flower. He had scarcely said this word, when
those among the Kalians who had but entered into the two
first ways of perfection began to wail and loudly lament
over this untimely occurrence, exhibiting every sign of the
deepest grief and greatest desolation. The others thatwere
more advanced in perfection remained calm and composed,